
1  Am I eligible?

FINANCIAL AID
MADE SIMPLE











6  What’s available for me?

and non-need-based aid, as well as grants, loans, and 
work-study programs. It’s smart to explore all your  

 
 

education.

1. Federal aid 
Federal aid is need-based aid that is regulated by the 

be determined by the information you provide in your 
Free Application for Student Aid, or FAFSA.

2. State aid

state and may have residency or attendance restrictions. 
In some states, grants cover tuition and are based 

state scholarships are based solely on merit and are 
measured by academic achievement. Others are  
designed to support students interested in certain  

state. Search the U.S. Department of Education’s  
database at www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/
index.html. for contact information and website  
addresses. 

WHAT’S AVAILABLE  
FOR ME?

FOUR BASIC SOURCES
OF FINANCIAL AID:
1.  FEDERAL    2.  STATE 

3.  INSTITUTIONAL  4.  PRIVATE

3. Institutional aid
Institutional aid can be need-based (income-related) or 
non-need-based (performance-related) and is provided 
by the institution or school that the student is attending.  
Examples of institutional aid include school-based  
scholarships, tuition payment plans, college partnerships, 
and more. At our family of colleges, we have a variety of 
scholarships* for adults that aren’t based exclusively 
on grades or test scores. These include scholarships for 

 
professional men and women. 
more information.

4. Private aid

a private business, group, or individual. This includes 
aid from groups such as community groups, employers,  
religious organizations, ethnic organizations, private  
benefactors, or investors. Private aid can be 

 
 

out more about local aid sources. There are also many  
Internet sites that provide information about private aid  
resources. See this booklet’s “additional resources”  
section for reliable sites (pg. 11).
 
*Scholarship awards are limited and only available to those who qualify.  
See scholarshipshc.com for details.





8  How do I apply?

HOW DO I APPLY? 

-
tion for Federal Student Aid)
You can complete this application online at www. 
fafsa.ed.gov, or get a paper FAFSA form from our  

 
calling the Federal Student Aid Information  
Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243). You can  
apply beginning January 1 of the year you plan to  
attend school until June 30 of the following year. 
Be sure to check the FAFSA for the list of deadlines 
for state aid. Schools and states often set deadlines  
early in the calendar year that you must meet to  
receive certain types of funds. A word of advice:  
Apply early!

2. Keep a copy of your application
Make a copy of your application (or print out a copy 
of your FAFSA on the web application), so you’ll have 
one for your records. Save all other records as well, 
in case there’s a need to verify the information you  
reported. Make sure you write down your FSA ID once 
you receive it, in case you need to provide a copy of 
your FAFSA in the future.

3. Verify your information on your  
Student Aid Report (SAR)

Student Aid Report will be sent to you in the mail or on the 

and indicates your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 

and is used to determine your eligibility for federal  
student aid.

4. Contact us

they have the information to determine your eligibility. 
We will review your SAR, and we will contact you with  

which you qualify. We can also refer you to other  

 
apply in your particular state. Also, refer to this booklet’s  
“additional resources” section (pg. 11).









THE SECRET TO  
GETTING AHEAD 
IS GETTING STARTED


